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The clock is_ ticking, but the speed of the shuttle 
buses just is not getting it done. 
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students late for class 


More students on 
campus create 
longer waits 


By CESAR SEGURA 
Contributing Reporter 


NECC shuttle buses are affecting 
numerous students who depend on 
them in order to get from one cam- 
pus to the other. The shuttle buses 
get rapidly crowded with first-come, 
first-served students while leaving 
many students who still need to take 
it to be late for their classes. 

The shuttle buses this semester 
are smaller than last semester, as the 
vans only have three rows of seats as 
opposed to four last semester. The 
shortage of seats in the shuttle buses 
becomes a conflict to a larger 
amount of students who take the 
shuttle bus this semester. Many stu- 
dents say they are late for their class- 
es due to the overcrowding in these 


buses, which leaves them no choice 
but to catch the next shuttle bus in 
line. This infuriates many students. 
Ana Capellan, a daily shuttle bus 
taker, said, "It would be great if they 
got another shuttle bus, it gets very 


said Rodriguez. 

Students like Alex Shauri share 
similar ideas with Rodriguez, but 
instead believe that the shuttle bus 
should have a ticket booth rather 
than a list. 


a ere 


Shuttle buses are too small and they 
don’t have enough seats for so many 


students. 


-Alex Shauri 


full and people miss their classes." 

Other students, such as Ana 
Rodriguez, believe that the shuttle 
buses should add a list. 

"It's not good. The people who 
come early leave late, and the people 
who come late leave early. They 
should add a list, that way the stu- 
dents who arrived early have a spot 
secured since they're on the list," 


"Shuttle buses are too small and 
they don't have enough seats for so 
many students. Sometimes students 
push each other to get in. Each shut- 
tle bus should have a ticket booth so 
students can secure a spot on the 
bus," said Shauri. 


See Shuttle page 7 


New Orleans relief Mitzvah trip 


Years after the tragic 
disaster, the city has 
still not been rebuilt 


By Noau MUuSTIN 
Contributing Reporter 


At around 7 p.m. I walk into my 
local pharmacy to pick up some pre- 
scriptions. While I wait, I chit chat 
with the pharmacist about my 
upcoming trip to New Orleans and 
tell him that I’m looking forward to 
seeing what is left of it. 

_ His only comment was, “New 
Orleans, that city is still there? Why 
are they still bothering to live in 
such a god forsaken place?” 

As I left the pharmacy, I won- 
dered if that is what most people 
around the country think. 

Jt’s around noon on the May 26, 
not too long after the spring semes- 
ter ended at NECC, and I’m board- 
ing a flight to New Orleans on a 
Mitzvah trip with Temple Emmanu- 
El. For those of you who are unfa- 
~ miliar with what a Mitzvah is, it is 
basically the Jewish equivalent to 
_ charity work. I, myself, am not 
Jewish, but after hearing about the 
devastation that was caused by 
Hurricane Katrina on the news and 


reading about it in the paper, I had 
to go down and see it for myself. 
Several years back, I lived in Lake 
Charles, LA, and New Orleans was 
a place that I would frequent on the 
weekends. Hearing that such a 
beautiful city, which had given me 
such wonderful memories, was 
nearly destroyed, deeply saddened 
me. 

It should be said here and now 
that I am not generally the type of 
person that does charity work. It’s 
not that I’m opposed to doing it, but 
sometimes I just don’t care and I put 
it out of my mind. That being said, 
when I arrived and got on a tour bus 
that took us all through the 9th 
Ward of New Orleans, I had no idea 
that over the next few days my ideas 
on charity and giving my time and 
energy to a worthy cause were 
about to be radically altered. I do 
not believe that my words are going 
to give justice to just how badly 
Katrina effected the city. Yes, the 
news reports are correct that most of 
Bourbon Street and the downtown 
sector have been left mostly intact, 
but the poorer sections of the city 
have been nearly wiped out. Going 
through the 9th Ward made me 
think of what it must have been like 
to visit Hiroshima after the bomb 
was dropped at the end of World 


War II. The tour guide at one point 
pointed to an empty lot and said, 
“That’s where a hotel used to be.” I 
remember seeing a sign that said, 
“Down in the Ninth Ward...we’re 
proud to swim home.” 

However, the most eerie visual 
was yet to come. As the tour bus 
moved up and down the streets of 
the 9th Ward, the tour guide pointed 
at the doors of some of the houses 
that were still standing, and showed 
us the markings on the doors left by 
the National Guard when they final- 
ly arrived after the storm. Most of 
the markings on the doors were 
mundane, explaining where the par- 
ticular Guardsmen were from and 
the date of their visit, but at the bot- 
tom was the number of dead that 
were found in the building. There 
was even one building that I 
remember seeing that said a dead 
dog had been found inside. As we 
moved further along I saw a huge 
tent city, and was told that these 
people used to have homes but were 
now homeless because nothing has 
been done to help them. Within a 
few hours of arriving in New 
Orleans, it was clear to me that I 
was no longer in the United States 
of America, but rather in a separate 
third world country. 

See Katrina page 8 


orld Courtesy photo 


The destruction in New Orleans is even now simply 


staggering. 
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Smoking ban 


[_EpIvoRIAL 


The smoking ban is, as our security 
chief put it, ano win situation. If we ban 
it, then as we have already seen, we will 
have much dissent and angst in our 
community, angst that will not be 
helped by people's lack of a nicotine 
fix. If the turn out and heated nature of 
the debate put on by the Current A ffairs 
Club is any indication, then a lot of peo- 
ple will be unhappy. 

On the other hand, a lot of people 
will be happy to see smoking become a 
thing of the past on campus. The seri- 
ous health risks to both smokers and 
non-smokers are something to consider. 
If nothing else, it is safe to say the inten- 
tions of the people who wish to ban 
smoking are pure: they want everyone 
to be healthy. An argument can, and is, 
being made that this intervention into 
someone else's life is at best misguided 
and unwanted, and at worst a touch 
totalitarian. 

So as a community we are left with 
a fool's choice, damned if you do, 
damned if you don't. That's simply not 
good enough. The solution then should 
be a compromise, and the compromise 


This is not nearly as base as it 
seems at first glace. If one were to open 
the handbook of school policies they 
would find, listed under the heading 
“Smoke Free Environment Policy,” a 
brief explanation of the schools current, 
soon to be old, smoking policy. NECC 
has a smoking policy; you have to be in 
desi areas, near the ashtrays, all 
outdoors at least 25 feet away from the 
buildings. The course of action then 
should be to simply enforce that policy. 
Smokers will follow the rules if it 
means they get to keep the right to 
engage in their vice. 

Some will say that the new policy 
is being put into place because the last 
one didn't work. If that is the case then 
it was a failing in enforcement. That 
being held as truth, then the answer is 
not a more Draconian policy, but com- 
petent, consistent enforcement of the 
tules already in place. The only change 
that should be made is the location of 
the designated smoking area for B and 
E buildings. There must be a reason, 
but regardless, designating the major 
thoroughfare between all buildings on 
campus as the place for smoking was 
well and truly a horrible idea, and 
would be the logical source of most of 
the smoking related complaints. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


*Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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proposed smoking ban? 


Jillian 
Language 
“I think they should make one 
entrance at each building for 
smoking.” 


Mansfield, Sign 


a 


Brandon Bardonado, Criminal 


Justice 

“The ban is stupid, they should 
designate some smoking areas. I 
think it’s ridiculous.” 


Megan Gilbert, Liberal 
Arts/Creative Arts 
“Just like multiple smoking areas 


would be fine.” 
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Nicole Scopa, Liberal Arts 

“I think that it should be placed. 
People shouldn’t be smoking 
around people with asthma and 
stuff.” 


Whittier, Business 


Kevin 

Transfer 
“I think it’s stupid, because not 
only students smoke but also the 
faculty. It’s not going to solve any- 


thing. It’s hard to ban smoking 
when everyone smokes.” 


Evan McCain, Music 

“I think it’s garbage. I think they 
already ‘have restrictions that 
work. I’m not even a smoker.” 


Like Bil 


Does anybody know 
‘whats going on with 


all the money? 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


The US. 
economy is in 
trouble. Real 
trouble; like 
billion dollar 
business 
firms filing 
_ for bankrupt- 
cy in trouble. 
j Yet I get the 
feeling that this doesn’t faze the 

American people as much as I 
thought it would or at least not 
yet. 
Maybe we knew all along that 
this is how-it would end up. I 
know I've mentioned it before, 
- April 9 to be exact, in an article 
called “Who’s stoked about the 
Great Depression pt. 2.” So I 
guess we just know that we're 
moving towards something that 
seems to be inevitable and we’re 
just crying on the inside about our 
foreclosures and lack of credit. 
It’s either that or we secretly 
believe that the government is 
going to come down from the sky 
and rescue us from the upcoming 
catastrophe. That seems to be the 


] said, ‘It’s the economy stupid.’ 


plan as the government has 
announced its $700 _ billion 
bailout plan. The idea is to use 
the money to buy up sour assets 
from withering business firms. 
The problem is the bailout 
plan seems like it’s going to die in 
the vine because the Democrats 
and Republicans don’t seem to 
come to a rational agreement. My 


to happen. The way I see it if the 
bailout finally gets put into 
motion by Congress, the majority 
of Americans will dislike the fact 
that they're picking up the tab for 
Wall Street. 

And if the bailout bill doesn’t 
pass then the GOP will blame the 
recession on congress and it'll 
turn into a he said, she said thing 


<> DO 
“The way I see it is if the bailout finally 
gets put into motion by Congress, the 
majority of Americans will dislike the 
fact that they’re picking up the tab for 


Wall Street.” 


suggestion to them is that they 
better get something together fast 
as panic seems to be growing 
within the banking community 
and the general public. 

Not too many are stoked 
about the bailout because it’s 
coming out of our tax dollars and 
we feel that we shouldn’t pay for 
the poor choices made by some 
corporations. 

I guess that’s what makes me 
not worry so much about the 
whole situation, either way there’s 
a problem. It’s kind of like death; 
there’s no use in fearing it 
because it willultimately is going 


for years to come. The fact the 
bailout hasn’t been passed hasn’t 
stopped the government from 
doing some “bailouts” of its own. 

If you’ve been watching the 
news lately you'll realize that the 
government has placed the 
Federal Loan Mortgage 
Corporation, aka Freddie Mac, 
and the Federal National 
Mortgage Association, i.e. Fannie 
Mae, under “conservatorship.” 
It’s basically a federal takeover, 
but we shouldn't be too surprised 
about it since both Freddie Mac 
and Fannie Mae were government 
sponsored to begin with. What is 


Dear Editor, 

Hansel Lopez does it again. I have read Mr. 
Lopez's articles with interest and I am proud to see 
such insightful bright young people here at NECC. 
Mr. Lopez was on the money with his article 
Republican Empire Strikes Back in the Sept 17 issue 
of the Observer. 

He suggests that the Republican smear machine, 
nothing new to Republicans, make our Barack’s 
Obama’s positions to seem “shadier than they are.” 
It is now widely realized that Barack Obama tax pol- 
icy will give tax breaks to nearly 80% of Americans 
by shifting the burden from the middle class to the 
wealthier class. Those with incomes over $125,000 
start to see benefits from McCain. Now, how-many of 
you reading this have families or relatives with 
annual incomes over $125K? Perhaps the presidents 
of universities do, but most of us don’t. Obama also 
wants us to receive a $1000 cash bonus to help pay- 
ing heating bills this winter based on need. 

McCain keeps lying in ads stating that taxes will 
go up for the majority of Americans. McCain knows 
by now that the more something is stated, the more 
it can be seen as true. Most Americans still believe 
their taxes will go up with Obama. Though this is 
untrue, most don’t believe it because the party of 
“Darth Vadar” is striking back with every known 
smear and distortion possible. 

Mr. Lopez is keeping his eye on things, for he also 
knows about the ridiculous ad McCain put out say- 
ing that he wants “sex education” for kindergarten. 
This may play well with the so-called Christians in 
the Midwest and south who detest science, discrimi- 


Praise for Republican article 


nate against gays and lesbians, and, like their hero 
Sarah Palin want to ban books and jail teenage girls 
and middle aged women who have abortions or jail 
doctors who perform them. Fortunately, NECC stu- 
dents will see through this thanks to the insight of 
Mr. Lopez. It is, however, clear that most Americans 
don’t pay attention to anything unless it flaps its eye- 
lashes, wears lipstick, and wears designer eyeglass- 
es. Is it Palin’s folksy image as Mr. Lopez describes 
that McCain is looking for or is it that she is really as 
dumb as millions of Americans? Perhaps both. 

Mr. Lopez’s remarks were on target, for Palin 
does not rule out the idea of a major war with Russia 
and resorts to a dark humor when he writes, ?While 
we are at it, why don’t we start wars with Venezuela, 
Cuba, and Iran.’ If McCain is elected, there is no 
doubt we will bomb Iran at the first opportunity 
using their development of a nuclear weapon as the 
excuse. 

Had we not been so foolish as to invade Iraq, had 
we not followed Bush into hell, had we not extolled 
going to war as the equivalent of the Ten 
Commandments, had we not permitted our treasury 
to go bankrupt, had we not stopped funding for teen 
pregnancies programs, had we actually been a coun- 
try of level headed, thought provoking people able to 
analyze and synthesize multiple points of view, we 
would not be in this mess. 

I continue to enjoy reading what Mr. Lopez has 
to say. Americans in the more backward areas of 
America could use a dose of Hansel Lopez. 

Sincerly, 

Michael Veves 


The real casualties of war in Iraq 


Dear Editor, 

As a result of a 2006 study, the British medical 
journal “The Lancet” determined that 650,000 
Iraqis had been killed as a direct consequence of the 
war, 601,000 as a result of bullet wounds. The 
Lancet study was put through a peer review conduct- 
ed by physicians at John Hopkins University and the 
medical school at Mustansiriya University in Bagdad 
in collaboration with MIT. According to Dr. Gilbert 
Burnham from John Hopkins, the group was 95% 
confident that “the Lancet” study had come up with 


a correct estimate of the war casualties. The authors 
of the study have concluded that the Iraqi war is “ 
....one of the most murderous of the 2ist century.” 
Over two years have passed since the study was con- 
ducted. How many more have died? Could it con- 
ceivably be approaching one million Iraqis dead as a 
direct result of the war? Is this the war that dare not 
say its name? Come on, say its name. 

Sincerly, 

Paul Bamberger 
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surprising though is that the U.S. 
government is in the insurance 
business all of a sudden. 

It is now since it owns a 79.9 
percent equity interest in fallen 
insurance giant AIG. It was 
acquired when AIG requested a 
loan from the Federal Reserve for 
$85 billion. Makes you wonder 


what else the Fed will seize con- 
trol of? The failing Washington 
Mutual seems to be the next tar- 
get, I mean corporation in need of 
help. 


It’s also extremely ironic that 
a Republican government is aban- 
doning its hands off economic 
policies and really intervening in 
business. Some would say that 
these actions have Socialist traits. 
Wait that was a bad word wasn’t 
it. 

I’m just going to sit back and 
watch the whole economic catas- 
trophe unfold, while no one has a 
real idea of what to do. 


ey 


“ think God’s will has to be done in uni- 


fying people and companies to get that 
gas line built, so pray for that.” 
-Sarah Palin 


“I am pro-life and I believe that marriage 
should only be between and man and a 
woman. I am opposed to any expansion 
of gambling in Alaska.” 

-Sarah Palin 


“T need to know if she really thinks 
dinosaurs were here 4,000 years ago. 
That’s an important-I want to know that, 
I really do, because she’s going to have 
the nuclear codes. You know, I want to 
know if she thinks dinosaurs were here 
4,000 years ago... we can’t, we can’t have 


that 


-Matt Damon 


More income tax 
reform awareness 


Dear Editor, 

I am writing to the support of 
every member of the college com- 
munity to help in the defeat of 
Question 1 on the November 4 


ballot in Massachusetts. It is 
easy for this question to get lost 
with all of the concern about the 
presidential candidates. 
However, this question may 
impact everyone who has any- 
thing to do with the State of 
Massachusetts in a much more 
direct way than who is elected 
president. Question 1 asks the 
voters to abolish the state income 
tax. 

How does this affect you? If 
you are reading the OBSERVER, 
the chances are good that you are 
a student or employee of NECC. 
A good part of NECC’s budget is 
funded by the State of 
Massachusetts. Ifthe income tax 
provides 40% of the state’s rev- 
enues, you can be sure that if this 
measure is adopted, NECC will 
lose a considerable amount of its 
state funding. It is hard to see 
how renovations to the Spurk 
Building, and the construction of 
the new allied health building in 


Lawrence could proceed as 
planned. And, you can be sure, 
tuition would increase. 

If you have children in public 
schools, you might want to 
remember that local schools are 
not just funded through local 
property tax; the state also con- 
tributes to their funding. The 
state supports some portion of 
local government, like police, fire 
and road maintenance. These 
services are already strained; 
abolishing the income tax will 
cause them to deteriorate. At 
this point, we should be investing 
in building and maintaining our 
infrastructure instead of allowing 
it to fall apart even faster. 

So vote NO on Question 1 on 
November 4. Tell your friends 
and family why they should vote 
NO. Readers from New 
Hampshire and Maine: a 
Massachusetts with devastated 
infrastructure is a drag on the 
entire region’s economy; encour- 
age your family and friends in 
Massachusetts to vote NO on 
Question 1 on November 4. 

Sincerly, 

Steve Russell 


Page 4 NECC Observer Oct. 1, 2008 


Put down the remote 
for once and speak 
your mind 


By DANIEL POTOCKI 
Editor in Chief 


Where is your outrage? I real- 
ly like NECC, I’ve managed to 
make something of myself here, 
so I totally don’t want to come off 
as knocking the school. But one 
_ thing is missing from my college 
experience: protests and activism. 
Call me crazy, but protesting is 
fun, and a little sexy if I do say so 
myself. Perhaps it’s just the 
romanticized notions I have of the 
Yippies trying to levitate the 
Pentagon (look it up, it is worth 
it), or the fact that I get wispy- 
eyed when I listen to Abbie 
Hoffman speeches. Protests also 
make great first dates; nothing is 
quite the bonding experience as 
political activism and marching. 

The purpose of education is to 
prepare you for life, and college is 
where people will form a great 
many of their opinions. So lets 
make it interesting. 

Social revolutions have great 
music. 

It’s not like we don’t have 
enough stuff wrong in the world. 
Depending on your personal 
political leanings our government 


>: Ss 


Get up and do 


is either horribly conservative or 
horribly liberal. We have millions 
of homeless people, we have a 
highly controversial war, and we 
have an election which very well 
may dictate the direction of the 
country for the next century. In 
short, everyone should be able to 
find something they can get 
behind. 


As a society we are being 


something 


chapter of Amnesty 
International and more as stand- 
ing outlets for sharing your opin- 
ions and broadening your hori- 
zons, 

As the Editor in Chief of the 
Observer I am saying that I want 
to hear from you, about your 
issue of choice, a sentiment that 
will, I’m sure, be echoed by any 


SS 


“As a society we are being strangled to 
death by apathy, the market place of 
ideas is clogged with the plaque of 
‘American Idol and other entertain- 
ment media that rots the gray matter.” 


-Daniel Potocki 


strangled to death by apathy, the 
market place of ideas is clogged 
with the plaque of “American 
Idol” and other entertainment 
media that lets the gray matter 
rot. When did it suddenly become 
uncool to care“about the world at 
large? 

So join me in speaking your 
mind. Just on campus we have 
the Observer, the Current Affairs 
Club, the Gay/Straight Alliance, a 
Community Outreach Group, a 


of the other groups mentioned 
above. 

As a student, I say we should 
have more protests and demon- 
strations. Just remember to keep 
it peaceful, intelligent, and above 
all else, in the words of Emma 
Goldman, “If I can’t dance - I 
don’t want to be part of your rev- 
olution.” 

“So fight “The Man,” whoever 
that happens to be for you. 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs. 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
with one of the world’s most successful companies! 


Our Benefits Package Includes: 
Medical & Dental * 401(K) « Tuition Assistance « Holidays Off 
Paid Vacations * UPS Bonus Program and Much More! 


The UPS 
EARN & 
LEARN 
Program 


Apply Online: 
upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 


Get up to $15,000 


in College Education Assistance! 
* UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply. 


90 BRICK KILN ROAD « CHELMSFORD, MA 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 
f Unted Parcel Service of Ammer 
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Our lifestyle is hurting 


the enviroment 


Global warming is 
still not getting the 


proper attention 


By KELSEY REDDEN 
Contributing Reporter 


What if 
everything and 
everyone you 
loved was gone 
just like that? 
What if there 
was nothing 
left but barren 
desert waste- 
lands? 

Global 
warming is an 
ongoing problem and has been for 
many years now but only a few 
years ago did it start to become 
everyday news. 

Global warming has increased 
immensely in the last couple of 
decades. 19 of the 20 hottest years 
recorded in history have occurred 
in the 1980s or later. Time maga- 
zine announced “2005 was one of 
the hottest years in more than a 
century.” 

There are many reasons 
behind the cause of global warm- 
ing but the biggest one we face 
right now is the build up of carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere and 
America is one of the biggest rea- 
sons behind it. 

The United States is so indus- 
trialized and is one of the leading 


manufacturers in the world. There 
is 3.5 billion tons Of carbon diox- 
ide released into the air annually 
in just America. Although 
America makes up only 4 percent 
of the world’s population America 
makes up 25 percent of the carbon 
dioxide pollution that happens 
yearly. 

Trees area big help in elimi- 
nating carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere but when approxi- 
mately one and a half acres are cut 
down every few minutes it is not 
helping the cause to save the 
earth. Trees are cut down for 
what? So teachers can handout 
papers left and right and have 
kids throw them away right after 
class? To make things like plates, 
cups, and gum wrappers? All 
these things get thrown away. 

Sure there are. recycling bins 
but there are not enough people 
that care to use them. The very 
people that we should be able to 
count on to fix the global warming 
issue have chosen to ignore it. 

George W. Bush, the president 
of the United States vetoed a cli- 
mate change bill that would have 
helped to stop global warming. If 
our very own president doesn’t 
even care then why should 
America right? Wrong just 
because one person has the igno- 
rance not to care doesn’t mean 
give up. As a country if everyone 
put in a little effort the world 
could be a better place. 


Smoking 


The ban will be too 
difficult to enforce 


throughout campus 


By RYAN JACKSON 
Contributing Reporter 


e President 
. -David Hartleb 
_ of Northern 
#E s se x 
~Community 
_, College recent- 
ly announced 
hat starting 
, either spring 
“ semester, or fall 
semester of next year, a campus- 
wide smoking ban will be put into 
effect. Students who choose to 


Dangerous 


smoke will only be allowed do so in 
their cars. Hartleb also goes on to 
state that this will become a punish- 
able offense. 

This whole matter is absolutely 
ridiculous, and the proposition of 
the ban has left people with more 
questions then answers. What sort of 
punishment will students be subject 
to? Considering we wont be given 
detention or put in time out, we can 
safely assume the punishment will 
be some sort of fine. But, will it be 
excessive and used as an intimida- 
tion tool to promote power, or will it 
be so insignificant that nobody com- 
plains and the school can easily gen- 
erate revenue? What will students 
do if they don’t have a car? Will this 
new rule be enforced on teachers as 
much as students? All these ques- 


Intersection 


City has not done 
enough to fix inter- 
section problem 


By MADELYN MCGRAVEY 
Contributing Reporter 


me as “| 


Since 2003, 
. there have been 
two fatalities, 


plenty more 
accidents and 
other close 
(Ores al (eed BR 


According to 
Professor Steve 
Russell, back in 
2003, one if his 
students was involved in a fatal 
accident which stirred up the whole 
school and made some of the stu- 
dents want to be more involved in a 
plan so that something like this 
wouldn’t happen again. 

“Since the accident, the 
Contemporary Affairs Club worked 
on a petition and sent it to the 


Haverhill, and he had never heard of 
the accidents, nor did he know there 
was a problem there. I also talked 
to one of the neighbors nearby 
whose house is very close to the 
street and he said it is awful, espe- 
cially in the morning when he goes 
to work “They probably goes at 
least 50 or 60 at times”, said Fred 
Simmons. 

The NECC Committee designed 
an integrated traffic light control. 
It was a good design, but very cost- 
ly. I guess in reality there are many 
dangerous 
Massachusetts, so there is probably 
a huge list of them and ours perhaps 
is towards the bottom. 

In summer of 2008, our auspi- 
cious major finally allowed the city 
to put up a yellow blinking light at 
the intersection. People don’t usual- 
ly pay attention to those blinking 
lights unless they’re red. 
Neighbors in the immediate area 
have been dealing with the speeding 
issue for years. The traffic is at its 


intersections in 


——_7ie ©. Castle 


“Neighbors in the immediate area have 
been dealing with the speeding issue 


for years.” 


-Madelyn McGravey 


mayor, Sen. Baddour and the Mass. 


' Trans. Committee”, Prof. Russell 


said. The committee also contacted 

The Eagle Tribune with information 

about the accident. 
Since the 


accidents, the 


Contemporary Affairs Club learned _ 
' that interstate 495 and route 110 and 


Elliot Street are owned by different 
jurisdictions, therefore, making 
things more complicated to imple- 
ment any changes. The speed limit 


}on 110 right after Winnekenni 


Castle is 45 mph, (before 
Winnekenni Castle it is 35 mph) 
which is much too fast for that area. 
I recently contacted Michael 
Council President of 


worst in the morning during com- 
muting time and in the afternoon as 
well. 

If they put the speed limit down 
to 35, I think it would help. Also, if 
they parked a police cruiser near the 
area and pulled people over for 
speeding that might help. 

I don’t think the mayor plans 
to do anything else to solve the 
problem. He probably thinks he’s 
already solved, but not in my opin- 
ion. The City of Haverhill needs to 
“step up. to the plate” regarding this 
problem before there are more fatal 
accidents at the intersection. 


tions Hartleb either failed to consid- 
er or did not have an answer for. 

He did however mention that this 
plan is part of a school sponsored 
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by now. Students can make the deci- 
sion to quit when they feel best, and 
there are enough options to exhaust 
without turning to school for help. 


“We spend enough moneyand time 
here that we deserve a say in the situa- 
tion. Unfortunately we won’t get one. 


Apparently NECC is a dictatorship.” 


-Ryan Jackson 


wellness initiative, and will offer 
resources for smokers who want to 
quit like free smoking sessions. This 
however comes off a bit pushy and 
forced. Most every student at NECC 
is over 18 and has either made a con- 
scious choice to smoke or not smoke, 
if we wanted to quit we would have 


The plan as of now has a lot of 
holes in it, and it is lacking the support 
a situation as such would hope to gain. 
Even the security at NECC are having 
doubts and mixed feelings, and they 
are the once who will have to enforce 
this new ban. 

During an interview with the 


an is not beneficial 


NECC Observer, Campus Police 
Chief of Security, Bill Blouin: said, 
“Some people have been smoking 
since age 10, and you will not be able 
to tell them they can’t. The ban will be 
very hard to enforce and people will 
just start hiding their smoking like in a 
high school bathroom. There really is 
no right answer.” 

President David Hartleb could 
hardly be considered a part of the stu- 
dent/teacher body; therefore this new 
ban will have a minimal affect on him 
aside from a few headaches. He gets 
paid to be here, and we are the ones 
who have to put up with the over 
priced books and tuition fees, we 
should at least be given the right to 
smoke. We are just as much a part of 
this school as he is, if not more. We 
spend enough money and time here 
that we deserve a say in the situation. 
Unfortunately, we won’t get one. 
Apparently NECC is a dictatorship. 


Shuttle bus difficulty 


What was supposed 
to be a convenient 
service really isnt 


By NATASHA MEJIA 
Contributing Reporter 


Many of 
you fellow stu- 
dents may be 
unaware _ that 
NECC offers a 
shuttle service 
for its students. 
Yes it is surpris- 
ing I know. For 
those of you 
that are still puzzled allow me to 
elaborate. There is a shuttle that 
goes from the NECC Haverhill cam- 
pus to the Lawrence campus and so 
on at varied times. No it’s not a bus, 
but rather an 11-passenger van. 

The shuttle is a free service, for- 
tunately because many students rely 
on the shuttle to get to their classes 
several times daily. It is beneficial to 
car-less students, such as myself, 
who slacked on getting their drivers 
license for one reason or another, or 
for people who wish to conserve gas 
due to its outrageous prices. 

Let’s cut to the chase. Simply 
said: I hate riding the shuttle! It’s 
always jam-packed and I don’t 
appreciate sitting so close to random 
strangers that I can determine 
whether they showered or not, if you 
know what I mean. Most of the shut- 
tle takers are constantly stressing if 
they will arrive to it on time or if any 
seats will be available. The shuttle is 
based on a first come first serve 
basis, or at least it is supposed to be. 
Once the white van arrives, the stu- 
dents waiting outside the Spurk 
building immediately turn into sav- 
ages. A crowd begins to form and 


people push and shove just so they 
can get into the shuttle; it’s not 
pleasant at all. It’s like a game of 
survival of the fittest; the weak get 
left behind and have to wait for the 
next available shuttle, where the 
frenzy is sure to form again. 

I personally think that the shut- 
tle takers should be respectful, 
acknowledge the students that 
arrive at the shuttle stop first, and 
allow them to take a seat on the van. 
But let’s face it that is never going 
to happen. People fend for them- 
selves and look out for their own 
interest, that’s just the way it is. 


when I please, thank you very much! 
Some fortunate students have 
been lucky enough to have a seat on 
every shuttle they have attempted to 
go on. Their luck will not last forev- 
er; therefore something should be 
done about this situation. 
According to veteran NECC stu- 
dents, last year a larger van was 
available to transport students to 
and from the NECC campuses. I 
along with the other students who 
frequently take the shuttle agree that 
a larger shuttle, or maybe even a 
bus, should be provided so that get- 
ting on the shuttle won’t be such a 


= aster be @ > ca 


“T personally think that the shuttle tak- 
ers should be respectful, acknowledge 
the students that arrive at the shuttle 
stop first, and allow them to take a seat 


on the van.” 


-Natasha Mejia 


Just about everyday, when 1:45 
strikes, I have to ask my teacher if I 
could leave class a bit early so I can 
catch the 2:00 p.m. shuttle back to 
Lawrence. Believe it or not, some 


‘teachers give me a hard time about 


leaving class early. I mean isn’t this 
college? I should be able to leave 


nightmare. College is already stress- 
ful as it is and students don’t need 
additional headaches. Us shuttle rid- 
ers would just like more security 
and be stress free about taking the 
shuttle, something that to many is 
vital in arriving to class in time. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns. 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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Phoneraiser 


The Student Engagement 
Center and Athletics, 
Recreation and Intramurals is 
holding a fundraiser collect- 
ing used cell phones. Through 
this program, donations of 
used cell phones and inkjet 
cartridges can be made direct- 
ly to the college. The college 
will receive money from 
Phoneraiser for each item col- 
lected. 

Donations will be accept- 
ed all semester at the follow- 
ing locations: Sport & Fitness 
Center (Snack Bar/D104) and 
the Security Office (Spurk 
Bldg) on the Haverhill cam- 
pus, and the Student 
Engagement Center, Dimitry 
Building Room 131, on the 
Lawrence campus. 

Proceeds will _ benefit 
NECC Athletics and Student 
Engagement. 

For more information 
contact Dina Brown, Director, 
NECC Student Engagement 
Center, at 978-556-3732 or 
dbrown@necc.mass.edu. 


Contemporary 
Affairs 


The contemporary affairs 
club will be holding a voter 
registration drive and soap- 
box rally on Wednesday Oct. 
8 in the Spurk lobby. 

Students will be able to 
register to vote before the Oct. 
15 voter registration deadline 
for the upcoming election. 

Students are invited to 
attend the soapbox rally that 
will be an open forum for 
speakers to discuss a variety 
of issues. 


See the World 
Champion Boston 
Celtics 


NECC’s Department of 
Athletics and Recreation is 
sponsoring a trip to see the 
World Champion Boston 
Celtics play a preseason game 
against the Houston Rockets 
on Saturday Oct. 14 at the 
Verizon Wireless Arena in 
Manchester, NH. Tickets are 
$26 per person and include 
transportation. Game time is 
at 7:30 p.m. and the trip will 
depart from the Haverhill 
campus at 5:30 p.m. Only a 
limited number of seats are 
available. For more informa- 
tion or to purchase tickets see 
Moe in D-104 or call 978-556- 
3718. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Nuclear war and movies 


Amnesty 
International movie 


series on nukes 


By ALLISON ARMSTRONG 
Contributing Reporter 


‘ 


Amnesty International held their 
first fall showing in the human rights 
film series last Friday, showing Dr. 
Helen Caldicott's “The New Nuclear 
Danger.” The event was held by 
Professor Stephen E. Slaner and 
Professor Andrew Morse, who started 
the meeting with a brief introduction on 
the nuclear issue the world faces today. 

Though the turn up was only 11 
people, with few students in attendance, 
Slaner asked the crowd one vital ques- 
tion, “What is it we can do?” 

With an issue such as nuclear 


weapons and what people can do today, 
it seems the answer is never black or 
white. The introduction continued to 
talk about the Cold War, and the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union, which put 
nuclear war as a secondary concern. 

The film began with Dr. Helen 
Caldicott delivering a lecture to WAND 
(Women's Action for Nuclear 
Disarmament) in 2002. A very strong 
women activist, she tended to blame the 
issue of nuclear weapons and the threat 
of nuclear war on the men in power. 
Though at times coming off as sexist, 
she makes interesting points about the 
Clinton administration missing their 
opportunity to start a program that abol- 
ished nuclear weapons. 

“We are rushing towards a parallel 
of catastrophe,” says Caldicott during 
her lecture about the very real threat of 
nuclear war. 

Imagine a perfectly normal day 
where you wake up and go about life as 


if nothing strange were to occur. You 
don't hear the bomb coming, as it is 
traveling at 20 times the speed of sound. 
At impact, many are vaporized before 
they know what has even hit them. 
Hospitals are destroyed, and the wind 
has become so strong they suck people 
out of windows, making them impend- 
ing missals to those below. Those who 
were smart enough to barricade in a fall 
out shelter will suffocate to death. Even 
those living far from the site will 
become severely burned from the atom-+ 
ic bomb. The cloud of smoke will be so 
great that it will block out the sun, cre- 
ating an ice age and environment only 
cockroaches could survive. All of this is 
painted out by Caldicott, as she 
describes to the audience what a nuclear 
attack and possible war could be like. 

“We are in major danger now than 
ever before,” Caldicott says. 

After a brief viewing of the film, 
discussion was open to the viewers, and 


it brought about many concerns. No 
matter what the political viewpoint, 
people still were worried to see what 
could possibly happen to the United 
States, or any other nation. One great 
concem was the idea the United States 
and Russia are still on a friendly term. 
Relations are still strained, and a rocky 
relationship with Russia brings on con- 
cem. 

So still, the question asks, “What 
can we do?” The issue is not just a 
Republican or Democrat issue, but a 
human issue. Not everyone is aware of 
how close we sit on the edge of nuclear 
war, with fingers resting over the red 
button waiting to attack. It is the ques- 
tion we ask our candidates for presiden- 
cy. Should we completely abolish all 
nuclear weapons, get rid of most, or 
keep them? These are questions we 
need to think about when it comes to the 
well being of our society and where we 
end up. 


Lawrence library trouble 


Myspace users bog 
down computers on 


Lawrence campus 


By JULIE VARNEY 
News Editor 


The Lawrence campus library 
restricted the computer use of non- 
NECC students in a new policy 
implemented this semester as a result 
of the number of high school students 
using the library. 

“It was becoming a problem with 
the number of nonstudents coming in 
and monopolizing the computers,” 
Mike Hearn, coordinator of the 
Lawrence campus library, said. 

The Lawrence campus library 
has 13 computers available for stu- 
dent use. Signs placed over each of 
the computers state the new policy on 


Marijuana vote to come 


Proposition number 
2 could decriminalize 


Marijuana 


By AARON SOUCY 
Contributing Reporter 


The commonwealth of 
Massachusetts could be in for a 
change in marijuana policy when 
voters hit the polls and vote on 
Question 2, or the Marijuana 
Decriminalization Initiative, on 
Nov. 4. 

Those who are for the initiative 
base their argument on the numbers 
game. According to sensiblemari- 
juanapolicy.org, the website of “The 
Committee for Sensible Marijuana 
Policy,” Massachusetts could save 
up to $29.5 million per year in law 
enforcement resources under the 
stipulations of the proposed change 
in the law. 

One student, who chose to 
remain anonymous, said “We could 
save a lot of money and put it 
towards other things like education, 
roads and bridges that need fixing.” 

The website also states that 
there are about 2.8 million CORI 
reports (Criminal Offender Record 
Information) on file in 
Massachusetts out of a total of 6 
million citizens in the state. These 


computer usage. These signs state 
that “Due to high demand this com- 
puter is for college use only.” 

In early September an incident 
occurred in which all of the comput- 
ers were occupied primarily by non- 
students and a computer was not 
available for an NECC student who 
needed one to do work. Hearn had to 
ask a nonstudent to leave in order to 
free up a computer for the student. 
This was not an isolated incident 
according to Hearn. Other similar 
incidents leading up to this prompted 
Hearn to make the decision to imple- 
ment the new policy. 

“It was coming to a point that 
nonstudents who were not affiliated 
with the college were using more of 
the resources than was practical and 
using them at a time when NECC stu- 
dents had the need to use them,” 
Hearn said. 

The Lawrence campus library 
has limited resources and staff which 
are available primarily for students, 


CORI reports are filed when a per- 
son is arrested for marijuana pos- 
session, no matter what amount of 
marijuana the person is arrested 
with. They argue that these CORI 
reports impede the ability of citi- 
zens who have them to get jobs, 


according to Hearn. 

“Obviously students should have 
the priority because they pay tuition,” 
Hearn said. 

Many of the non-NECC students 
who use the library are Lawrence 
Public High School students, Hearn 
observed. Hearn also noted that this 
‘issue comes up only in the afternoon 
during the after-school hours of the 
public schools in the area. 

A group of Lawrence High 
School students stated that they used 
the computers at the library not to do 
work, but to log on to MySpace and 
AOL instant messenger. The high 
school students said they chose to 


come to the NECC library because at _ 


both the Lawrence Public High 
School and the Lawrence Public 
Library MySpace is blocked on the 
computers. 

Ana Santos, assistant director of 
the Lawrence Public Library said that 
although MySpace is not blocked on 
the computers available to the public 


agency which concern an identifi- 
able individual and relate to the 
nature or disposition of a criminal 
charge, an arrest, a pre-trial pro- 
ceeding, other judicial proceedings, 
sentencing, incarceration, rehabili- 
tation, or release. In other words, 


———_¢ ¢ —_—__—_—_ 


freshonidsbers- 


criminal offense. 


Whether it’s a small amount or a large 
amount, it messes you up. 


-Tom Moran 


housing and school loans. 

“It would cut down on the crime 
rate,” said student Matt Carney. 

While this may be true, the 
number is somewhat misleading in 
the context the Committee for 
Sensible Marijuana Policy portrays 
it as. Although there are 2.8 million 
CORI reports on file’ in 
Massachusetts, the definition of a 
CORI under MGL c.6, s.167 states 
that CORI reports are records and 
data in any communicable form 
compiled by a criminal justice 


CORI reports can be filed for any 
criminal offense, not solely on mar- 
ijuana related offenses. 

Opponents of the initiative feel 
that the change in the law would 
only increase illicit drug use among 
teens. 

“Drug use among teens will go 
up,” student Tom Moran said. “It 
should be a criminal offense. 
Whether it's a small amount or a 
large amount, it messes you up.” 

Another student, who also 
chose to remain anonymous, agreed 


at that library the staff put up signs 
that state not to use MySpace on the 
computers. 

“We try not to publicize it. We 
don't encourage them to use 
MySpace. We don't want the kids just 
playing on the computers,” Santos 
said. 

“Northern Essex Community 
College is a public school, so we 
have to allow people to come in and 
have access to the library,” Hearn 
said. : 

The Lawrence campus library 
has restricted nonstudent use of the 
computers to four computers which 
are set aside for public usage. 

Library staff has not been moni- 
toring the nonstudents who are 
accessing the computers, according 
to Hearn. A college student LD. is 
not required to use the computers in 
the library, unlike in the computer lab 
where an I.D. is required. 

Hearn said it is too soon to tell if 
the policy is effective. : 


with this point. “It (drug use among 
teens) will increase. People will 
worry less about using marijuana.” 

The current law in 
Massachusetts states that posses- — 
sion of any amount of marijuana is 
punishable by a sentence of up to — 
six months in jail and a fine of up to — 
$500. 

The change in the law proposed 
by Question 2 would make posses- - 
sion of up to one ounce of marijua- 
na a civil offense. 

Offenders over the age of 18 
would have to pay a fine of $100 
and forfeit the marijuana to police. 
In addition to the fine and forfeiture 
of the marijuana, offenders under 
the age of 18 would be required to 
complete four hours of class 
instruction in a drug awareness pro- 
gram. 

The drug awareness program — 
would also include 10 hours of — 
community service. If the offender ; 
were not to complete the program, 
they would be subject to delinquen- — 
cy proceedings. ; 

The proposed law change would — 
not affect any current laws concem- _ 
ing growing, trafficking or operat- 
ing a motor vehicle while under the — 
influence of marijuana. 


National New 


al 


Compiled by the Observer staff from AP 
wire reports 


Paul Newman Dies at 
the age of 83 


NEW YORK Paul 
Newman, actor, philanthro- 
pist and businessman, died 
Friday of cancer at age 83, 
media reports said. 

The Academy Award- 
winner died at his home in 
Westport, Conn., the 
Associated Press reported 
Saturday. Last year 
Newman said he would 
retire from acting, and ear- 
lier this year stepped down 
from a directorial position 
for a fall production of “Of 
Mice and Men,” citing 
health issues. 

Newman had major 
roles in more than 50 films, 
the AP reported, and he won 
an Oscar for his role in “The 
Color of Money” as well as 
two honorary Oscars and 
numerous other plaudits. 


Students to write 
poems of peace for 


book and website 


By NICOLE GROSKY 
Contributing Reporter 


For anyone who is fascinated 
by peace studies, our campus is 
hosting a peace poetry reading 
on May 1.- 

Professor Paul G. Saint- 
Amand has made it possible for 
children in local schools, years 
K-12, to submit poetry and 
drawings about peace to the 
contest. The readers are divided 
up into 3 categories according 
to age. The contest is filmed and 
children can read them aloud in 
front of friends, family and our 
school community. 

Faculty and students of 
NECC judge the contest and 
hand out certificates to the win- 
ners. The winning children get 


their poetry/illustrations posted 
in a chap book and on the peace 
poetry website. 

NECC students that are in 
speech classes will be invited to 
announce for the contest. Also 
students who are in music/danc- 
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—— Peace poem contest 


Dr. Saint-Amand is an active 
writer of peace. He writes arti- 
cles and peace poetry. He is a 
member of Veterans for Peace, 
inc. He also started, and is pres- 
ident of, the North Country 
Veterans for Peace. When asked 


a ee 


NECC students that are in speech 
classes will be will be invited to 
announce. Also students who are in 
music/dancing classes will be invited 


to entertain. 


ing classes will be invited to enter- 
tain for the night. 

Saint-Amand made it so that 
the peace poetry contest is also 
united with the Lions Club to 
bring the Peace Poster Contest. 
NECC student art winners will 
have their poster hung in local 
schools and libraries to advertise 
the event. 


what kind of poetry inspires 
him, Saint-Amand said that the 
children's poetry enthuses him 
the most. It's different to see 
peace through the eyes of a child 
rather than through the eyes of 
an adult. He concluded by stat- 
ing that the area in which the 
children live usually affects how 
their poems turn out. 


Shuttle bus delays 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff from AP 
wire reports 


Israel to elect second 
female Prime Minister 


JERUSALEM - __ Israeli 
Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni 
took a major step early 
Thursday toward becoming 
the nation’s second female 
prime minister after closer- 
than-expected results showed 
her narrowly winning election 
to lead the government’s rul- 
ing party. 

If she wins the Kadima 
Party primary, Livni is poised 
to succeed Ehud Olmert as 
prime minister and become 
the second woman to lead 
Israel in its 60-year history. 
The first was Golda Meir, who 
served as prime minister from 
1969 to 1974. 

To repeat that milestone, 
Livni will have to use her 
diplomatic acumen to per- 
suade_ skeptical __ political 
adversaries to join her in 
forming a new coalition gov- 
ernment that can lead the 
nation. 

If she fails to form a coali- 


cars." said Diaz. 

There is still uncertainty as 
to what will happen in relation 
to the shuttle buses. However, 
there will be a meeting regard- 


lege at NECC. 

"The shuttle buses are a 
good idea as well as a good ben- 
efit for students who commute 
from Lawrence to Haverhill and 
vice versa. I always get to class ing possible solutions for the 
early when taking the shuttle shuttle bus with the Vice 


Sammars Go Lt. 7 eee 


One of the items on our agenda is to 
review shuttle van utilization over the 
past three weeks. 

. -Vice President Sue Wolfe 


Continued from Page 1 


Students such as Javier 
Fantauzzi say they should add 
more shuttle buses, especially 
in the morning. 

"It gets packed and over 
jammed. There should be three 
shuttle buses before 8 a.m. 
because most students have 
classes before, and they can't 
afford to miss the bus.” 

In contrast. students such as 
Carlotta Vazques believe that 
our college should get school 
buses. 

"Our school should invest in 
bigger buses, such as school 
buses used for grade schools.” 

Despite the fact that many 
students are infuriated and in 
disagreement with these new 
shuttle buses this semester, 
some students are actually in 
favor of them. Regular shuttle 
bus takers such as Darwin 
Fabian believe that students 
shouldn't complain about the 
shuttle buses since it's a privi- 


tion by early November, she’d 
be forced to lead the Kadima 
Party in national elections. 
And polls find her facing a dif- 
ficult task in topping 
Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
Likud Party leader and former 
prime minister, who’s taken a 
harder line on peace talks with 
Israel’s adversaries. 

By choosing Livni over 
Mofaz, Kadima voters implic- 
itly endorsed the foreign min- 
ister’s diplomacy-before-war- 
fare approach to tackling 
Israel’s biggest concerns: 
making peace with the 
Palestinians and neutering 
Iran’s nuclear program. 

Should Livni succeed in 
becoming the next prime min- 
ister, she’s expected to press 
ahead with two of Olmert’s 
biggest diplomatic gambits: 
U.S.-backed peace talks with 
Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas 
and nascent, indirect negotia- 
tions with Syria that are being 
overseen by Turkey. 

Both tracks face significant 
hurdles, and there’s a growing 
sense among politicians and 
academics in the region that 
there’ll be no diplomatic 
breakthroughs until U.S. vot- 
ers choose a new president. 

A perhaps more pressing 
issue will be Israel’s interna- 


He also sometimes worked 
with Joanne Woodward, his 
wife and Oscar winner. 

In addition to his show- 
business career, Newman 
was a racecar enthusiast 
and philanthropist. 

In 1982, Newman found- 
ed premium food company, 
Newman’s Own Inc. All 
profits and royalties after 
taxes for the company are 
donated for educational and 
charitable purposes. This 
has added up to more than 
$250 million to thousands 
of charities worldwide, the 
Web site said. 

“Paul had an abiding 
belief in the role that luck 
plays in one’s life, and its 
randomness. He was quick 
to acknowledge the good 
fortune he had in his own 
life, beginning with being 
born in America, and was 
acutely aware of how 
unlucky so many others 
were,” Robert Forrester, 
vice chairman of the 
Newman’s Own Foundation 


bus. It takes as much people as__ President of Administration Sue 
it can, so people shouldn't com- Wolfe, who oversees the shuttle 
plain, because after all it's bus. 
offered by the college so it's "I am meeting with 
free," said Fabian. Merrimack Valley, the owners 
Students such as Joseph of the shuttle service, later this 
Diaz are also in favor of the week. One of the items on our 
shuttle bus. agenda is to review shuttle van 
"It's a great benefit for stu- utilization over the past three 
dents like us who don't have weeks," said Wolfe. 


Hit and run, false fire alarm, 
seizure, car accident 


Fire alarm set off by 
accident 
Gym 


9/15/08 
Female student had a 


With the help of Eagle 
Security, this security 
log has been released to 
inform students and 
staff about the incidents 


said in a statement. 

In 1988, Newman co- 
founded the Hole in the 
Wall Camps, now a global 


izur ea i tional campaign to quash 

family of camps for children 530 am requiring assistance Tania ay SCs 
with life-threatening  ill- Library : from Eagle Security at Isracl viewsl lemsieeintinies 
nesses. 723 /0 the NECC SEA ee m give up its nuclear ambitions 
Newman is survived by it and Run 9/15/08. : Haverhill. This log cov- _| as a serious threat, and sev- 
his wife, five children, two 10:40 a.m. Car accident-police ors incidents between eral Israeli leaders have 
grandsons and his older ot called warned that Israel’s military 


9:15 a.m. Lot 4 


might try to attack. 


brother Arthur, the AP said. 


Sept. 15 through Sept. 
9/20/08 ae ot Sh Oak 


26. 
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Acclaimed author to visit Lawrence 


Pulitzer Prize winner 
to read at NECCS 
White Fund series 


By SARA PRESCOTT 
Features Editor 


Junot 
Diaz will be 
traveling to 
the Lawrence 


Peveb. 1-1 .¢ 
Library audi- 
torium and 


reading from 
his works at 
12:30 p.m. on 
Sct... It 1s 
part of the White Fund 
Enlightenment Series, in collabo- 
ration with NECC. 

Born Dec. 31, 1968 in Villa 
Juana, a neighborhood in Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic, 
Junot Diaz lived with his mother 
and grandparents before immi- 
grating to Parlin, New Jersey to 
live with his father who had been 
working there. Diaz completed 
his BA at Rutgers in 1992, major- 
ing in English. After graduating, 
he worked at the Rutgers 
University Press as an editorial 
assistant. In 1995 he earned his 


Student affected by Katrina 


Continued from Page | 


At O’dark 6 the next morning, | 
set out with the Mitzvah Group to 
partner up with a leading aid group in 
New Orleans called the “Beacon of 
Hope.” We were put into two differ- 
ent groups, separating the adults from 
the children. I’m glad they did this 
because the children did not need to 
see what the adults were going to 
have to work on. Our task was to clear 
out a home that had been devastated 
by the flood. As we got there we saw 
a notice on the door that said the 
building was scheduled to be demol- 
ished, and | wondered immediately 
whether what we were doing was 
even worth it. That’s when our repre- 
sentative from the “Beacon of Hope” 
explained that our work that day 
would keep this house from being 
demolished. That seemed to make 
working acceptable to me. And it was 
work: very hard and laborious work. I 
said before that it was good that the 
children were not there. Why might 
you ask? Because as soon as | 
entered the house, even with a mask 
on, the place smelled of death. It’s a 
good thing that I am strong because | 
was moving appliances out of the 
house all day and one of them, the 
washing machine, still contained 
water left over from the flood. When 
I dumped it out on the lawn the smell 
was absolutely rancid. 

Throughout most of the day my 
mind was in neutral, moving things in 
and out, smashing rotten wood frames 
and kitchen cabinets with a sledge- 
hammer. To me this was just a house 
and just a job. It wasn’t until someone 
found pictures of the previous family 
and even the husband’s medical 
degree that it really put things into 
perspective for me. This was some- 
one’s home, someone who quite pos- 
sibly might be homeless now, or far 
off in another state because they can’t 
come back. 

Around 10 p.m. on the same day I 


MFA from Cornell University, 
where he began to write his first 
short stories. He is now a profes- 
sor at Massachusetts Institue of 
Technology. 

“The Brief Wondrous Life of 
Oscar Wao,” has become a criti- 
cally acclaimed first novel from 
writer Junot Diaz. Just a month 
after receiving the National Book 
Critics Circle Award for the best 
novel in 2007, it was awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize for fiction. 

Michiko Kakutani, book crit- 
ic of “The New York Times”, 
said, “It is funny, street-smart 
and keenly observed, and it 
unfolds from a comic portrait of 
a second-generation Dominican 
geek into a harrowing meditation 
on public and private history and 
the burdens of familial history.” 

Oscar's fascination with sci-fi 
and fantasy set him apart as a 
super nerd and very. un- 
Dominican. He never acquired 
the macho skills that ultimately 
every Dominican man has at an 
early age and this haunts him 
throughout his life. If that was 
not bad enough, his family is 
always at hand to remind him of 
how different he is. The novel 
not only follows Oscar, but also 
his sister, grandparents and 
mother in their lives in the 


found myself on Bourbon Street. It 
had been a long day and I was feeling 
good that I actually did something, 
probably for the first time in my life, 
to help out someone that I did not 
even know. It was time to have some 
fun. Yes, the news reports are correct 
that Bourbon Street is alive and well, 
but on the weekdays it’s somewhat 
dead. 

Anyway, I tend to take things to 
the extreme, which is probably why 
my mind gravitated towards the many 
signs advertising a drink called a hand 
grenade. Now, later in this article, I 
am going tell you all that you should 
find some way to help out the people 
in New Orleans, but if that doesn’t 
catch you, let me tell you about the 
hand grenade. It’s a two feet tall tube 
filled with Gatorade and an equiva- 
lent to moonshine. Holy hand grenade 
batman, it will take you from zero to 
trashed in mere minutes. I spent the 
rest of the evening looking for the last 
remaining Industrial/Goth _ bar. 
Eventually I found the little hole in 
the wall, but in my semi-conscious 
state it really saddened me because 
there used to be so many of these 
types of clubs. This was the city that 
spawned Marilyn Manson and Trent 
Reznor. 

It had to have been around 2 or 3 
a.m. when they hauled my sorry ass 
out of the bar and dumped me out on 
the curb. I was too drunk to find my 
way back to my hotel, which was 
only a quarter of a mile away, so I 
ended up staggering up and down the 
streets for hours. I think I remember 
sleeping on the sidewalk a few times. 
What has left me impressed was that I 
was helped by the homeless of the 
city in finding my way back to my 
hotel. What truly saddened me, 
though, was that when I got back to 
the hotel and the homeless person 
asked me if I could spare a dollar or 
two, the concierge ran out and chased 
him off. I couldn’t believe this man 
had done that and had I been more 


Features 


Dominican Republic and United 
States. 

Another concept of the novel 
circles around the idea of fuku 
americanus, or fuku. This was 
seen as a curse or doom, relating 
back to the “Curse and the Doom 
of the New World.” Fuku seems 
to follow Oscar and his family 
from the Dominican Republic to 
where they find themselves in 
New Jersey. Diaz's use of inter- 
twining languages sets the novel 


apart while still maintaining 
coherence with monolingual 
readers. In one novel, a sort of 


coming-of-age, family saga and 
an immigrant story is combined 
with short lessons on Dominican 
history located in the prominent 
footnotes. 

Diaz began “Oscar Wao” in 
1999 when he was living in 
Mexico City with his friend and 
fellow writer, Francisco 
Goldman. The process started 
slow until, over drinks, the con- 
cept of Oscar Wao's character 
came to mind. 

“the concept of this nerdy 
counterpoint to everything that 
we're trying to avoid being 
against at least as a Dominican 
man of color, suddenly came into 
my mind. Here was the pariguayo 
(loser); here was the figure who 


conscious, I would have told him off. 
However, what really moved me is 
that these homeless people that 
helped me (and there were several of 
them) could have robbed me blind 
and I wouldn’t have been able to do 
anything to stop them. By rights if 
they had, I would have understood. 
These people have been through hell 
and back, but even worse, they have 
been forgotten by the government and 
the people of this country. 

On the local level the city govern- 
ment seems to care very little about 
the rapidly growing population of the 
poor. It almost seems as if they wish 
they would just evaporate and cease 


shadows all of us 'tough guys' in 
our attempts to live out this 
excessive masculinity,” says 
Diaz. 

From an early age, Diaz has 
enjoyed reading. He never came 
to the conclusion to be a writer 
until college when he realized 
that he could write to become 
closer to his passion. 

“I believe it is the reading 
that led to the writing and the 
writing is just an excuse for me 
to dabble in the thing I love 


has not only botched their job, but 
have also refused aid from other 
countries. If you get the chance go to 
tipsy) / ww we nis'- 
newswire.com/ens/apr2007/2007-04- 
30-06.asp and see just how many 
countries our government turned 
down when the people of New 
Orleans needed help. 

So where is the relief and aid 
going to come from? The only people 
left are you and me. I know what you 
might be thinking: why should I care? 
Well, I think the most moving speech 
that I heard when I was down in New 
Orleans was by one Reverend 
Davenport. The point that he empha- 
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peer buteven have been through hell and 
even worse, they have 
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-Noah Mustin 


to be a part of the city at all. The city’s 
mayor, Nagin, made this very clear 
back in May. When asked by the press 
what he would do with the cities poor, 
his response was to give them all one 
way bus tickets out of town (associat- 
ed press). One might get the impres- 
sion that the city government only 
wants to tum New Orleans into a 
resort town and totally forget about 
the rest of its population. Somehow 
they seem to forget that it is the lower 
class that runs the engine of enterprise 
and business. 

Not only have the people of New 
Orleans been forgotten about on the 
local level, but it seems the govern- 
ment has abandoned them as well. 
There are countless reports across the 
media and the web of how FEMA has 
botched their job in giving aid. What 
seems to be worse in my mind is the 
fact that our illustrious government 


sized the most was that if conditions 
continue to stay as they are down 
there or if things get worse, then the 
have-nots will rise up against the 
haves. One could even compare the 
state of affairs down in New Orleans 
to how things were during the French 
Revolution. The number of homeless 
people in this country is staggering, 
and it seems as if that number is only 
going to rise. So one day that home- 
less person that you passed up and 
ignored, who only asked for a dollar, 
may one day bear arms against you. 
Whose fault will it be on that day? 
The fault will be ours because we did 
nothing. 

Right now we are entering into a 
financial crisis that is worse in some 
ways than.it was during the Great 
Depression. At this moment politi- 
cians are meeting in Washington in 
order to find a quick solution out of 


Courtesy of boston.com 
Junot Diaz will be reading part of his works this 
Thursday at the Lawrence Public Library. 


most: books.” 

Diaz accounts writing for 
almost everything that he has, 
when asked what kind of impact 
it has had on his life. Although it 
is difficult to be a writer, he feels 
suited for the commitment. — 
Traveling was a dream when he © 
was younger, and since the 
release of “Oscar Wao,” Diaz has 
been able to live this dream out, 
meeting all kinds of readers and 
traveling the world. | 


this crisis. I’m sure at least some of 
you heard the speech from our illus- 
trious president. We have been told 
since 9/11 that the threat to our coun- 
try is from without, but I’m telling 
you that the real problem is right here. 
I’m not writing this article to inform 
you about some flood victims. My 
intention is to try to give a voice to the 
people who are disenfranchised and 
have no one to speak for them. 

Ok, I’m off my soapbox now. 
Some of you are shrugging as you 
read this article and thinking it’s a 
load of crap. Hopefully a few of you 
are at least a bit curious and are won- 
dering what you can do to help. The 
first thing that you can do is care. 
That being said, the most valuable 
thing that you can do, is offer your 
time. In regards to the flood victims 
of New Orleans, and now even the — 
victims in Texas from this hurricane 
season, you can offer your time to 
organizations like the “Beacon of 
Hope.” They are looking for students 
like us to come down and help 
rebuild. Go to their website at: 
http://www. lakewoodbeacon.org/. 
There you will find contacts and other 
information as to how you can go 
down to New Orleans and Texas in 
order to lend a hand. Many of you — 
don’t have the time to go down and 
help rebuild; fine, then just send a few 
dollars to show that you give a damn. 

The problem isn’t just in New 
Orleans and Texas. We have prob- 
lems right here in Massachusetts. 
You don’t have to travel to find desti- 
tution, and you can help right here in — 
your community. Just go down into 
Lawrence sometime and you'll 
understand what I’m saying. I’m not 
a saint or really even a good person. — 
For me this all just comes down to. 
logic. If we do not do something now — 
to fix our problems on our own — 
doorstep, then I am afraid that we are 
headed into a very bleak darkness 
indeed. 


| 
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Eragon revives classic fantasy 


New popular series 
oddly resembles an 


old classic 


By MErRISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Many peo- 
ple say you 
write what you 
read, whether it 
be science fic- 
tion, romance, 
‘drama or any 
} other obscure 


genre. In the 
beginning, — it 
was near 


impossible to have a written piece of 
work stolen, first because it was 
written on walls or tablets, but then 
papyrus and paper, and because all 
the originality was there. Later on 
copyright laws had to be put in place 
because originality and imagination 
was blurred and lost. Even Helen 
_ Keller was accused of rewriting a 
book that “she had heard as a child,” 
that she never remembered hearing 
before. Even Hollywood has become 
so unoriginal in its remakes, and its 
sequels aren't all that great either. 
Imagination has, for the most part, 
been lost, and reality has taken over 
and desensitized generations. 
However there are still books, 
which, even now, still have imagina- 
tion, something that takes people to 
places of fantasy. 

Examples can be seen in any 
bookstore anywhere. Everywhere 
there can be seen vampire novels, 
ghost stories, mystical women, 
gangsters, you name it. Most books 
are original in their own right, but 
it's the ones that you can tell where 
the writer was affected by the reader 
that tear the true lover of books 


Newly released 


By MIKE WOLFENDEN 
Contributing Reporter 


Even after tragedy 
Bayside can still 
make fans smile 


“Shudder” is the 2008 release 
from the Long Island based band 
“Bayside.” Being a big fan of the 
band's past works I went into this 
album with great expectations. Let 
me tell you, this album is for any kid, 
teenager or even adult who feels like 
_ it's them versus the world. 
| The first track, “Boy,” tells the 
story of a young man who is con- 
stantly seeking acceptance and 
approval from himself and the ones 
around him, but never finding it. It's 
evident that the band wanted to go a 
much darker, punk rock path on this 
album than they have in the past; it's 
truly a fresh breath of air. Track 
three and the first single from the 
album “No One Understands” is a 
fantastic attempt at capturing the 
emotions of crushed dreams and 
plans for oneself that never followed 

through but being able to move on. 
| Front man Anthony Raneri 
| writes, “It gets harder to believe, it 
gets harder but / be honest / if the 
sun don't shine tomorrow, we'll sur- 
vive,” letting us know that no matter 
how bad things seem to get, they'll 
_ always come around. 
The last track on the album 


apart. Especially for those people 
who love the series that are so simi- 
lar, like J.R-R. Tolkien's The Lord of 
the Rings and Christopher Paolini's 
Inheritance Trilogy, and yet so com- 
pletely different. 

Tolkien's novels were written in 
parts in between the late 1930s and 
all the way into the late 1940s, a time 
period where one of the world's 
worst wars was taking place and the 
atomic bomb was a constant threat. 
In Tolkien's time period gender 
roles were being tested by WWII, 
which is visible in the fact that there 
are only three women mentioned in 
Lord of the Rings; and everyone 
expected the end of the world at any 
moment. His novels encompass a 
mythical land called Middle Earth, 
which is home to such inhabitants 
as Men, Elves, Dwarves, Uraki, 
Wizards, Trolls, of course hobbits 
and many other strange creatures. 

In this place called Middle 
Earth there was a battle that would 
decide the fate of Middle Earth and 
all of its free people. This battle's fate 
lay in the hands of a hobbit, a scarce 
known species of men in Middle 
Earth who were usually no taller 
than four feet. This hobbit, Frodo 
Baggins, inherited a ring from his 
uncle Bilbo, a ring of most danger- 
ous power. The evil that was trying 
to take over Middle Earth was The 
Lord of his missing Ring, Lord 
Sauron, in his palace of Bara Dur on 
the and of the Mordor, or the east. 
Needless to say there were the good 
guys, the bad guys, and the poor 
people in between that had no previ- 
ous knowledge of the situation. In 
the end the good guys win, but it 
takes three books and a lot of strug- 
gles, betrayal and even separation. It 
was a way to express that the little 
guy can make big things happen, 
and even the most unexpected per- 
son can save the world. 

It was great, it was a cult classic, 
and it was a series to bring people 


“Moceanu” is an acoustic, childish 
play on growing up and dealing with 
reality. With lyrics such as “I think I 
knew more when I was 13 / when 
did life get so real?” the band often 
leaves you nodding your head in full 
support of everything sang. 

“Shudder” is the type of album 
that you finish listening to for the 
first time and immediately decide to 
give it a second listen. “Bayside” has 
once again crafted a great pop- 
punkrecord. 

For Fans Of: “Fall Out Boy,” 
“Alkaline Trio,” “Senses Fail”. Stand 
Out Tracks: “Howard,” “A Call To 
Arms,” “No One Understands” 

www.myspace.com/bayside 


Band: “Bayside” 
Album: “Shudder” 
Label: Victory Records 
Release Date: 9/30/08 
Rating: 9 / 10 


Plain White Ts dont 
live up to expecta- 
tions in new album 


I've never listened to an album 
before and felt personally embar- 


rassed for the band creating the” 


music. Fresh off their Grammy 
Nomination for Song of the Year, 
“Plain White T's” new album, “Big 
Bad World,” makes the “Jonas 
Brothers” look like the “Sex 
Pistols.” With some of the poorest 
crafted lyrics I've ever heard such 


together in their hate toward dicta- 
torship and an over controlling gov- 
ernment. More than half a century 
after J.R.R. Tolkien's creation, a 
book called Eragon was released 
which followed the story of a mere 
farm boy who finds a rock and the 
rock turns into a dragon egg, caus- 
ing him to be the first dragon rider 
since the Rider's destruction ages 
ago by the rather evil king, 
Galbatrix. This book was the first of 
now three books in The Inheritance 
Cycle, which takes place in a land 
called Alagaésia which is home to 
things like Dwarves, Elves, Men, 
Witches, Were-cats, Urgals, and 
Dragons. There is a battle going on 
for the land of Alagaésia and the fate 
of the land is essentially thrust onto 
Eragon's and his cousin Roran's 
shoulders. 

While the third book literally 
just came out on the Sept. 2oth, the 
other two had been showing a 
Tolkien progression of unsuspecting 
man gets destiny thrown in his face 
and now every choice he makes 
leaves the fate of his home in the 
balance of either ruin or relief. The 
third book starts off with the hero, 
Eragon, torn between oaths, loyal- 
ties and the fate of his homeland. If 
he fails then everyone suffers, and if 
he succeeds everyone will “live hap- 
pily ever after,” if the series doesn't 
continue that is. The Inheritance 
Cycle has been released in a time 
where the government isn't exactly 
in the best condition, just like in the 
1930s through 1940s, and a new 
possible depression is on its way. 
Today's society needs an escape 
with a hero that is a normal human 
being that can make things right for 
everyone else. A book as escapism, 
just like Lord of the Rings, and a 
hope that one person can change the 
world. 

While both of the books are 
great in their own ways, they have so 
many similarities that if you just 


CDs 


as "I could fill up a river with all 
the tears falling off of my face,” 
from the cliché pop tune that 
could easily be featured off a 
Disney Channel show, “Meet Me 
in California.” 

If I had to pick any positive 
aspect of this album the closing 
track “Someday” has a decent feel 
to it, but I still find it out of place 
on an album’ of badly written 
songs. I'd love to know what the 
band was thinking while writing 
this album. Perhaps aiming for a 
younger market of pre-teenage 
Disney market? 

Last year no one could escape 
this band with their song “Hey 
There, Delilah.” This year we 
won't have that problem. As a 
very weak follow up to their huge 
success in 2007, “Plain White T's” 
should be just about ready to call 
it a day. 

For Fans Of: “Jonas 
Brothers”, “Simple Plan”, “High 
School Musical” 

Stand Out Tracks: “Someday 


www.myspace.com/plain- 
whitets 


Band: “Plain White T's” 

Album: “Big Bad World” 

Label: Hollywood 
Records 

Release Date: 9/30/08 

Rating: 2/10 


Courtesy of Joel Pecci 


Eragon versus Lord of the Rings 


happen to be watching one of The 
Lord of the Rings movies and read 
the any of the books from The 
Inheritance Cycle, there's essentially 
no way to not think, “Hey these 
seem rather similar, and yet so dif- 
ferent.” 

Two books, two similar 
themes, two similar plots, and yet 
two different time periods so 
closely related and yet so separate 
can bring so many people togeth- 
er. A writer tends to write around 
what they read, and sometimes a 
writer writes something that the 
people need, a way to help every- 


Covers for the new 


albums 


one, in a sense being that one hero 
that can help millions of people 
cope with the situations and envi- 
ronment that is going on around 
them. Either way both of the 
series will be known as cult clas- 
sics, science fiction novels that 
bring in the reader, make them 
feel, care and worry about the 
future of the protagonist. Similar 
or not, the world needs more 
authors who can write in a way to 
help people escape, and give them 
hope in the long run, because even 
if things are horrible now, eventu- 
ally it will be better. 


Plain White T’s and Bayside 
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Ha ha hollywood 


More outrageous 
news from celebrity 


central 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


As usual these crazy 
Hollywood celebrities seem to be 
haunting the hard news and beg- 
ging for attention. Whether they 
are self made, Disney made, or 
just made, they all pretty much 

~ die for the same thing. To rule the 
spot light without being in it. 
Here are just a few of their new 
flaws that will keep them in front 
of the spotlight for awhile. 

Jonas Brother's renting 
Dodger Stadium: Nick Jonas, 
of Disney's The Jonas Brother's is 
turning sweet 16, and for his 
birthday party Nick and his two 
brothers, Kevin and Joe, decided 
to rent Dodger Stadium Thursday 
night, September 18, 2008, from 
10 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.. All together 
the cost of Nick's super sweet six- 
teen cost $30,000, the stadium 
alone costing $25 Grand. Hope it 
was a birthday well spent. 

Travis Barker injured in 
plane crash: Saturday 
September 20,2008 brought 


news of a fatal plane crash in 
South Carolina, which four pas- 


senger's were killed while Former 
Blink 182 drummer, Travis 
Barker and DJ AM, whose real 
name is Adam Goldstein, are in 
critical condition in the burn cen- 
ter. There were only six people on 
the flight. 

Heath Ledger still making 
news from the grave: A maga- 
zine freelancer who was suing two 
photographers and a paparazzi 
agency over a video that purport- 
edly shows Heath Ledger doing 
drugs, has amended her lawsuit 
to downplay her role as a 
reporter. This action is taking 
place after the judge frequently 
dismissed her claims because of 
her profession. The lawsuit focus- 
es on a tape that was allegedly 
made hours after the 2006 Screen 
Actors Guild Awards, which 
Ledger had attended as a nomi- 
nee in a best actor category for his 
role in "Brokeback Mountain." 
The revised suit is seeking 
unspecified damages, destruction 
of the video and the profits of the 
tape's sale. The existence of the 
tape was not known of until after 
Ledger's tragic death from pre- 
scription overdose. On a lighter 
note though, it has been decided 
that Ledger's estate will be given 
to his daughter Matilda, who was 
never included in his will that was 
made before she was born. The 
original will named Ledger's par- 
ents and sisters as the beneficiar- 
ies, and they have made Matilda 


UMass Lowell 


Open House 2008 


Sunday, Oct. 26, 2008 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


their top priority. 

Natalie Cole Hospitalized: 
Grammy winner Natalie Cole was 
hospitalized due to complications 
I the medication she takes for her 
Hepatitis C. Cole announced in 
July that she was suffering from 
hepatitis C, a liver disease spread 
through contact with infected 
blood. She said at the time that 
the disease was revealed during a 
routine examination and was like- 
ly caused by her drug use years 
ago. 

Clay Aiken comes out of 
the closet: Rumor after rumor 
had floated about Clay Aiken's 
sexual preference, everywhere 
from Rosie O'Donnell outing him 
on the view, to Kathy Griffin call- 
ing him Clay Gaykin. Granted 
everyone has just been holding 
their breath to hear Aiken actual- 
ly come out and say it, so now that 
it is on the cover of People 
Magazine with a picture with his 
son, we can all go, “I firkin knew 
ite 

Lohan public acknowl- 
edges her lesbian relation- 
ship: Lindsay Lohan finally 
spoke on air at KROQ about her 
romance with Samantha 
Robinson, 31. Show host Stryker 
asked the actress how long she'd 
been going out with Sam, prompt- 
ing a laugh from Lindsay. "A very 
long time," she said after a pause. 
It was the first time the star had 
publicly admitted to a romantic 


relationship with Samantha, 
though she's hinted at it via her 
MySpace blog - in an entry three 


SEE. ET e 
Blink 182 drummer Travis Barker (above) and the 


wreckage of the plane he was in. 


weeks ago, she wrote, "This song 
is for SR... ILY," presumably short 
for, "I love you.." 


Welcome, Transfer Students! 


Paul E. Tsongas Arena, Lowell 


| A special day for prospective students to learn 
| about undergraduate and graduate programs, 
see the campus and meet the people. 


University of Massachusetts Lowell 
978-934-3931 
admissions@uml.edu 
www.uml.edu/admissions 


; a University of 
For information and directions, Massachusetts 


go to www.uml.edu/openhouse. UMASS | owell 


U.. 
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JEEPERS, CAPTAIN. M NOT DOING T00 GOOD 
IN THE SHOT PLT. WHAT AM | DOING WRONG? 


“~ 


FOR ONE THING, WINKY, | DONT ©2008 Harry Bliss. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, Inc. oo 9/4 La 
THINK YOURE SUPPOSED TO a ear Uf 
TRY 10 CATCH THEM, — | 


\ AT THE ALIEN GAMES... 
THE DIVING COMPETITION 


www.harrybliss.com 


VERY TIGHT ROUTINE. HE'S WORKED § TOO BAD THIS IS THE 
REALLY HARD AT IT. 4 WRESTLING EVENT. 
S - 
a tof 
§ 
a 


Harry Bliss. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Davis of 
“Dangerous” 
6 Dinner anda 
movie, e.g. 
10 Molecular 
building block 
14 Flynn of 
“Captain Blood” 


15 Toe the line hae 3 
16 Maui feast wees 
7 3 
| i | 


) www.harrybliss.com 


a 


17 Tree knot 3 

18 Urban buildings 

20 Home girl 

22 Air 

23 Places of se 
learning 

27 Can in London 

28 Glass objects 

30 Actor Hoffman 

35 Arctic explorer 
John 

36 Minor 


adjustments “ 
- , - : — ~ 38 Traffic diverter 
« P 39 Ferbi d Best 
Stop worrying. How much trouble 41 Lilly or Wallach 
could he be getting into ee 42 Chop into small © 2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


All rights reserved. 


©2008 Harry Bliss. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, Inc. 6 E-mail symbol Ss tions oie 
47 Fitted together in 7 Helpin lu ay] 


a stack wrongdoing J Vv 
= 
Y 
v 


DEMS A 
49 Midday 8 Religious belief [v|1[a[v[N alnltal Vv 
51 Coifs 9 Peeper covers alviulo n oe Y 
53 Ruined 10 Eldest Baldwin VIL ala 
O aa 
N 


ig 
54 Damaged by 11 Sushi choice 
Saas 


blows 12 Feed-bag feed 
59 LAX stat 13 Requirement 
60 Mistaken 19 Waiter’s handout 
62 Part of 21 Side order, 
doctorals? briefly 
66 Salty septet 23 Room divider 
67 Antisocial 24 Infant's bed 
68 Gymnast 25 Serengeti 
Comaneci carnivores 
69 Comments 26 Catch some Z's 
70 Murdered 29 Beauty parlor 
71 Cromwell’s 31 Half of B.S. 
earldom 32 Throat guardian 
33 Tax figure 
DOWN 34 Was without 45 Run leisurely 57 Prepare salad 
1 Ask fora handout 37 Metric weights 48 Biblical garden 58 City slicker 
2 Sea eagle 40 Aardvark’s bite 50 Small coronets 61 Stitch 
3 Song syllable 42 Plainsong 52 Asian capital 63 Classifieds 
4 Bodies feature 54 Mrs. Truman 64 Whopper 
5 Denholm and 44 Those who 55 Domain 65 Jazzy 
Bob worship 56 Busboy’s tote instrument 


“7 


“Oh well. All’s well that ends well.” 


« 


e 
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Band simulators steal 
thunder from the 


radio 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


Who says 
you can't learn 
anything from 
playing 
videogames? If 
you play Rock 
Band and Guitar 
Hero you'll 
learn about 
Jexciting music 
“from bands old 
and new. Let’s face it, there isn't 
much fresh music coming from rock 
radio these days. 

I mean if you want music from 
washed up nu metal holdouts like 
“Disturbed,” “Puddle of Mudd” and 
“Seether” then you shouldn't leave 
the comfort of mainstream rock 
radio. If you want to know what 
you've been missing, then games like 
Rock Band and Guitar Hero are actu- 
ally a good starting point. You won't 
walk away from it being an expert, 
but you'll have enough knowledge to 
impress your friends at a party. 

What these music games are 
doing is creating a medium for the 


fans to share music. This isn't a new 
concept by any means; it's very sim- 
ilar to the tape trading that was going 
on in the 80s for example. 
Underground and less mainstream 
acts would build a huge following 
from fans that traded their music 
with others via word of mouth and 
poorly dubbed tapes. 

Currently with the Internet and 
MP3's being available you would 
think that the music-trading scene 
would still be thriving. But it has 
slowed down and the only up and 
coming band to really make good 
use.of the Internet to self promote 
was “Job for a Cowboy” whose 
online hype translated into a record 
deal. 

I think what makes this system 
work is that the music is basically 
being delivered to the gamer and 
bands from all styles and genres 
have a chance at getting their music 
in the game. Bands _ like 
“Dragonforce” and “All That 
Remains” have seen an increased 
interest in their music because of 
their participation. “Dragonforce” 
saw a 126 percent increase in CD 
sales while “All That Remains” 
“The Fall of Ideals” sold 175,000 
copies as opposed to the 91,000 
copies of their previous album. 

Other well respected obscure 
and indie bands are using the 
videogame medium. Legendary 


Se Ve 


Video sames killed radio star 


% 


Now hardcore gamers and casual music enthusiasts 
Has Beens that they Never Was. 


extreme music outlets like Earache 
Records and Roadrunner Records 
have released song packs for Rock 
Band. That was a major selling 
point for me as some of my favorite 
bands like “At The Gates,” “The 
Haunted” and “Machine Head” were 
finally getting some deserved atten- 
tion. 

The impact of rhythm games is 
also felt on veteran bands. 
“Aerosmith” saw a 40 percent 
increase in record sales weeks after 


they were included in their own ver- 
sion of Guitar Hero. “Guns N' 
Roses,” or more like Axl Rose, 
debuted “Shackler's Revenge” from 
the long awaited Chinese 
Democracy album on Rock Band. 
“Metallica” made their new album, 
“Death Magnetic,” available for 
download on Guitar Hero the same 
day the album came out. Classic 
albums from “Rush,” “Judas Priest” 
and “Megadeth” are also available 
for download. 


Courtesy of Google 


can become their favorite 


I think it's a great way to market 
their new music and classic cata- 
logue to a younger audience. Let's 
face it; the vast majority of these 
artists won't be playing on top 40 
radios anytime soon. 

Since the more popular songs 
among gamers tend to be the more 
complex and innovative, rhythm 
games like Guitar Hero and Rock 
Band shine the spotlight on real 
artists rather than the trash clogging 
up rock radio. 


Who watches the film rights? 


Studios lock horns in 
a battle over film 


rights to ‘Watchmen’ 


By Nick SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


Since the 
| release of the 
“Dark Knight,” 
buzz surround- 
ing the rela- 
taaty ely 
‘unknown, but 
celebrated 
graphic novel 
“Watchmen” is garnering a lot of 
attention from mainstream audi- 
ences-and 20th Century Fox. 

Fox 


According to Variety, 


believes it still retains the film 
rights to “Watchmen,” a graphic 
novel published in the 1980s by 


Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons 


* “Watchmen” details the exploits 


of former superheroes that come 
back into prominence after one of 
their own is mysteriously mur- 
dered. It's considered one of the 
greatest graphic novels of all time 
and if the reaction to the trailer of 
its feature film debut is any indi- 
cation, it's something that Fox 


wouldn't want to let go of. 


The official report is that Fox 
is suing Warner Bros. over the 
film rights which they believe are 
theirs and were never bought out 
by producer Larry Gordon when 
he left the company in 1991. If 
Gordon had paid the buy out to 
produce it with other companies, 
this situation would have been 
resolved before it happened, but 
Fox is adamant in shutting down a 
film that theatergoers around the 
world plan to see on March 6, 
2009 

Critical reaction to the film's 
first trailer has spurred DC 
Comics, a subsidiary and original 
publisher of the “Watchmen” 
graphic novel, to reprint over a 
million copies this year alone. 
Many stores were already sold out 
within a week of the trailer being 
released. 

To say that the news of the 
film possibly getting tagged and 
bagged didn't faze people is an 
understatement. The Internet is in 
an uproar with many petitions 
vying to stop Fox in its tracks 

The: judge presiding over the 
case, Judge Gary Allen Feess, is in 
favor of Fox. While the giants bat- 
tle in the skyline, it's the people 
below who the 


pay price 


Filmschoolrejects.com courtesy photo 


Jeffrey Dean Morgan stars as the ill-fated Comedian in the ill-fated production of 
‘Watchmen,’ which is filled with ill-fated omens. 


Audiences expecting to see 
“Watchmen” might be disappoint- 


ed. The trial begins in January, 


~ which could affect the release date 


if it leans towards Fox. 
If Fox is able to shut down the 
release of the film, Warner Bros. 


won't gain back any of the money 


it spent producing the film. The 
flipside is that with everyone 
see Warner Bros.’ 


the 


wanting to 

“Watchmen,” idea that Fox 
would produce its own version of 
the graphic novel doesn't sit well 
with people anticipating Zack 


Snyder's vision 


It would be better for Fox to 
accept a large sum of cash from 
Warner Bros. to back off, or to 
gain the finished product/in the 
trial and release it under their ban- 
ner. No matter how this swings 
Warner Bros. will lose something, 


and potentially so will the fans. 


Ragnarok similar to Disney ride ~ 


2012 conspires to 
increase commercial 


sales in stupidity 


By JESSICA LAK 
Contributing Reporter - 


Scientists believe that due to 
the end of the Mayan Calendar 
and the Earth taking a vacation in 
the galactic center, our world, as 
we know it will end in 2012. The 
Mayans were devoted to the con- 
cept of time. They created a cal- 
endar using a complex Long 
Count system; it is a record of 
days that restarts about every 
5000 years. The calendar is not 
completely accurate, but had 
always been quite close. It's been 
right for about every solar eclipse. 
Mayans were obsessed with time 
and had a complex system of 

‘being able to predict future 
events based on the movement of 
the celestial bodies. 

We don't know why their cal- 
endar ends in 2012, it just does. 

| Many believe it's due to an 
unforeseen event happening in 
2012, although it hasn't been 
proven: they believed that. 
Various speculations and theories 
have popped up over’ the years; 
including that we'll reach a high- 


er state‘of consciousness, we'll be 
able to connect closer together as 
well as with the, “worlds beyond,” 
and the world will not end, but 
will be reborn in 2012. Chances of 
your dead dog sending you a 
postcard are becoming more like- 
ly. 

There are also theories that 
the Mayans got lazy, or even that 
they ran out of numbers, because 
back in the old days without mass 
production numbers were in 
short supply. Those who believe 
that claim, “time is an illusion,” 
that because of the Mayans time 
was created and it don't exist. So, 
day and night, and all the seasons 
are just human-made social con- 
struct. 

Also, the Earth is supposed to 
pass through the Galactic center. 
The Earth is on the edge of the 
Milky, our galaxy, and the Earth 
has always been above the 
galaxy's equator. Scientists have 
proven that,the Earth will pass 
through the Galactic center in 
2012, which has never happened 
before. Maybe it will be similar to 
the ride Space Mountain in 
Disney World; they don't really 
know, but if you want an idea, 
take a vacation to Disney World! 
They believe the weather will 
change drastically. They believe 
volcanoes will erupt and cover 


NECC Observer Oct.1,2008 Page1i3 


Thinkquest courtesy photo 


This is one of many possible conclusions to humanity occuring around 2012. 


cities in ash, the seas will go 
crazy, and The Day After 
Tomorrow will become popular 
again. Hollywood has always 
been a good judge of what the 
planet needs. _ 

The theories of what's to hap- 


pen in 2012 are starting to get out 
of hand. Some people believe our 
DNA will change, there will be 
blue people, and we will start 
walking on ceilings. You better 
bust out the tin foil hats because 
people honestly believe aliens are 


going to come down and read our 
minds, yet again. Wasn't all of 
this supposed to happen in 2000? 
I wouldn't doubt if scientists were 
off yet again. Why can't they stop 
predicting the end and start pre- 
dicting the end of world hunger? 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) - This week 
key officials may 
t4¢ praise unrealistic poli- 
cies or offer silly com- 
ments. Although business mis- 
takes may be socially embarrass- 
ing, no long-term effects will be 
felt. Play the diplomat and 
ignore minor _ indiscretions. 
Tuesday through Friday accents 
social and romantic invitations: 
expect others to boldly commu- 
nicate their feelings. Stay quiet, 
however, until reliable promises 
arrive. Late this weekend rest 
and study financial strategies: 
loved ones may be expecting 
vital changes. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) - Over the 
next few days a close 
friend may request 
more of your attention 
than usual. Family advice or 
ongoing romantic conflict may 
be a strong concern. If so, review 
recent history and provide prac- 
tical insights. Past actions, not 
words, will reveal underlying 
motives. After Wednesday busi- 
ness officials may challenge your 


Taurus 


decisions. Financial tensions are 
a likely cause: if possible, avoid 
detailed money discussions or 


new negotiations. 
I! Geminis colleagues or 
= job opportunities from 
MO “she past may this week 
reappear. If so, expect creativity 
to be a prime concern: fast proj- 
_ ects or rare compromises may be 


GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) - For many 


recent suggestions, goals or 


more complex than first antici- 
pated. Long-term career plan- 
ning will net the best results. Go 
slow and rely on your own 
instincts. Wednesday through 
Saturday highlights issues of 
relocation, family expansion or 
revised home finances. In the 
coming weeks all will work to 
your advantage: remain patient. 


CANCER (June 
22-July 22) - Intimate 
relationships will now 
experience three days 
of waiting or silent 
tension. For many Cancerians 
this social or romantic pause 
will initiate a new era of height- 
ened sensitivity between loved 
ones. Remain quietly diplomatic 
and let others set the pace: all is 
well. Late this week study work 
contracts, land agreements or 
financial settlements for hidden 
details. Before mid-October offi- 
cial paperwork and payments 
schedules may require last 
minute negotiations. Stay bal- 
anced. 


@ 


Cancer 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) - Before mid-week 
an ongoing phase of 
ve social or romantic 

doubts will quietly 
fade. Late Monday watch for 
uniquely seductive promises 
from potential lovers. Some 
Leos may also experience deep- 
ening sensuality in a new friend- 
ship. If so, remain patient and 
set appropriate time limits, 
boundaries or goals. Thursday 
through Sunday career ambi- 
tions are high: expect a powerful 
wave of optimism to captivate 


attention. Ask for written agree- 


ments: accurate details will 
prove vital. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23- 

Sept. 22) - Trusted 

1) officials may this week 

virgo offer stale excuses or 

repeated mistakes. 


After Monday expect traditional 
methods to create complex 
workplace disruptions. Avoid all 
business risks or public financial 
statements until reliable facts 
are presented: mistakes will not 
be easily corrected. Wednesday 
through Saturday some Virgos 
may experience a dynamic 
change in a passionate relation- 
ship. Key issues may involve 
past emotional loyalties or yes- 
terday's promises: stay alert. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23) - Creativity at 
work is now extremely 
Yibew important. For many 
Librans advertising, 
artistic pursuits, management 
skills or public relations may 
soon provide valuable options. 
Show others your ability to con- 
centrate and be decisive: revised 
assignments will eventually cre- 
ate new inroads. After mid- 
week friends and lovers may 
press for expanded promises or 
new social outlets. Fresh forms 
of entertainment and unique 
romantic plans will provide the 
right atmosphere: remain spon- 
taneous. 


NL 


Scorpio 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) - Freedom 
versus restriction will 
no longer be a central 


issue between loved ones. Over 
the next few days expect close 
relationships to again prove 
their longevity. Common emo- 
tional, family or social goals are 
accented: stay open and enjoy 
quiet moments of intimacy. Late 
Thursday study the comments of 
colleagues or work partners. 
Newly revealed goals, attitudes 
or obligations will soon demand 
public discussion. If so, expect 
revised workplace policies 
before mid-October. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - 
wg Delayed business per- 
* missions or incom- 
Sagittarius y\ete contracts will 
require special attention over 
the next few days. Work officials 
may now resist change. Be 
diplomatic and allow others the 
needed time for adjustment. 
Pride, seniority and public repu- 
tation may be a strong concern. 
After mid-week pay attention to 
the subtle mood changes of a 
friend or relative. Someone close 
may soon reveal a powerful need 
to expand or improve career 
goals. Offer encouragement: 
new ideas are healthy. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) - Love and 
romantic fulfillment 

Capricorn 28ain take top priority. 

‘é Before Monday watch 
for loved ones to arrange unique 
social events or push for public 
promises. Allow deeper feelings 
to rise to the surface: this is a 
powerful time for renewed com- 
mitment and shared goals. 
Wednesday through Saturday 


accents complex financial dis- 
cussions and unique home deci- 
sions. Loved ones will expect 
your full devotion. Don't disap- 
point: improved family goals 
will soon bring new passion. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 
WY 21-Feb. 19) - Older rel- 
atives may this week 
request special consid- 
eration or delicate 
advice. Social triangles and fam- 
ily politics may now be bother- 
some. Take time to examine the 
genuine concerns of others: at 
present home relationships will 
be briefly stalled by ego needs. 
After Thursday some Aquarians 
will experience powerful 
insights into their recent career 
decisions or revised business 
goals. Expect creativity and 
workplace expansion to soon 
offer surprising opportunities: 
stay open. 


Aquarius 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) - New social 
or romantic revelations 
may this week arrive 
without warning. If so, . 
expect frantic group speculation, 
silly comments or unrealistic pro- 
posals from friends and col- 
leagues. Enjoy the moment but 
avoid revealing serious or deeply 
personal information: your pri- . 
vate life should not be open for 
public debate. Thursday through 
Sunday loved ones may feel a 
powerful need to discuss complex 
home or business finances. New 
proposals will take time to fully 
develop: remain patient. 


Pisces 


ral 
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Concerns with club consistency 
RE el 


For the first half of the season, they 
were highly unreliable and often times 


Consistency issues 
concern ‘Nation’ 
down the stretch 


By MEREDITH PLANTE 
Contributing Reporter 


Technically speaking, the Boston 
Red Sox should be the best team in 
baseball. I say “technically,” because 
right now they aren’t. The Tampa 
Bay Rays lead the AL by 1.5 games, 
and show no signs of letting up. Both 


“of these teams have suffered set- 


backs; losing streaks, key injured 
players and more. Indeed, their paths 
to where they are now are rather sim- 
ilar. 

Now, comparing the Red Sox, the 
defending World Champions, to the 
Rays, this is their first postseason 
berth ever, might seem a bit odd, or 
even a bit ridiculous. However, it 
isn’t anything but, when you think 
about it. 

When the Rays lost Carl 
Crawford and Evan Longoria to the 


* disabled list, people, myself includ- 


ed, believed that the Rays were effec- 
tively out of the pennant race. The 
loss of two men who could be consid- 
ered two of their strongest and best 
players was a crippling blow, but the 
Rays persevered. Other members of 
the team stepped up to bat, literally, 
and carried the team while Longoria 
and Crawford worked their way back 
from the disabled list. 

This is not unlike what the Red 
Sox are currently dealing with. Mike 
Lowell is ailing with injured quads. 
JD Drew has a back that just won’t 
get better, and in August he was 
placed on the disabled list retroactive 
to August 18. This could have been a 


crippling blow to the Red Sox, but 
they pulled themselves together. 
Combined with timely hitting from 
Kevin Youkilis, Dustin Pedroia and 
other players, the team managed not 
to fall far back from the Rays. 

The pitching staff on both teams 
should be equally matched, as should 
the fielders. Why then are the Rays 
ahead of the Sox in the AL East? This 
can be summed up in one word: con- 
sistency. 

Throughout the season, the Rays 
have consistently proven themselves, 
playing games efficiently and with 
few stumbles. They have consistently 
hit well, pitched great, fielded fine 


Seen 


worrisome. 


- Meredith Plante 


and kept their team in first place in 
the AL East for most of the season. 
The Sox, however, have been 
struggling with consistency, whether 
or not it is with their hitting or pitch- 


ing. In 2007, Josh Beckett was con- 
sidered the franchise ace, but he was 
having trouble right out of spring 
training in ’08. His starts weren’t as 
consistently solid as they were last 


st 


MCTcampus photo 


Josh Beckett, the Red Sox ace, has had his troubles on the mound this season. 


MLB Playoff Preview 


Bringing down ‘the House’ 


Yankee Stadium 
closes its doors 


than any other stadium in the history of 


the game. 


The Yankees will not be playing 
postseason baseball this year so the stadi- 


bered as the trophy 


case 
Championships and a place that spawned 
legendary ball players like Mickey 
Mantle, Joe Dimaggio and, of course, 


for 


The seasons over, 
but the playoffs 


year, and when he did throw well, the 
offense wasn’t there to back him up. 

The Red Sox offense has been 
hot and cold throughout the season. 
As a team, they need to focus on hit- 
ting well at the same time as the oth- 
ers. It doesn’t do much when one or 
two players are hitting hot when the 
rest of the lineup isn’t doing any- 
thing. A hot hitting lead off hitter will 
get nowhere if the batter in the two 
hole isn’t backing him up. 

However, the Sox’ bullpen has 
perhaps been the most perplexing 
and, at times, aggravating part of the 
’08 team. For the first half of the sea- 
son, they were highly unreliable and 
oftentimes worrisome. Hideki 
Okajima, who had been so solid in 
the 2007 season, struggled early on 
and the Red Sox management was 
forced to look elsewhere for bullpen 
support. That support came in the 
form of Justin Masterson, a call-up 
from AA Portland, a Red Sox minor 
league affiliate. Masterson rocketed 
through the system, starting several 
games for the Sox before being con- 
verted into a reliever. This proved to 
be a wise move, for Masterson pro- 
vided strong, consistently good 
relief. However, one man cannot 
change an entire season. 


To become World Champions for 
the second year in a row, the Sox will 
have to start hitting and pitching con- 
sistently. Thty have the depth, the 
strength and the capability to pull off 
a repeat. What they need now is one 
thing: consistency. So let’s tip our 
hats to the defending World 
Champions and hope that they can 
pull it together. Keep the faith. 


make it interesting enough, 
Garcia is also married to 
Chicago manager Ozzie 
Guillen’s second cousin. If 


um has seen its last victory. On Babe Ruth. One of the most seasoned 
permanently September 21, the Yankees beat stadiums to date, behind Chicago’s 
Baltimore on ESPN’s ‘nationally tele- Wrigley Field and our beloved Fenway 
ON Z : ; / Z 
las STONE vised Sunday night game of the week. In _ Park, won’t be seeing any action this fall, 


After 85 years, 
“the house that Ruth 
built” better known 
as Yankee Stadium, 
closed its doors per- 
manently after a 7-3 
Yankee victory over 


» the Baltimore 
' Orioles on 
_ September 21, 


+ 2008. In 2009, the 
team will be mov- 
ing to the “New Yankee Stadium” adja- 
cent to the old one. 

The stadium, located at East 16lst 
Street and River Avenue in the Bronx, 
hosted over 6,000 regular season home 
games and 37 World Series match ups, 
totaling one hundred World Series 
games, the most in baseball history. It 
was the site of Lou Gehrig’s famous 
“Luckiest Man in the World” speech in 
1939, not to mention four all-star games, 
20 boxing matches and three visits from 
the Pope. “The House” has seen the only 
no hitter thrown in postseason history 
when Don Larson threw a perfect game 
in Game 5 of the 1956 World Series 
against the Brooklyn Dodgers. And with 
26 World Series Championships, Yankee 
Stadium held more pennants and trophies 


a 


pregame ceremonies, former players 
were honored and Babe Ruth’s 92-year- 
old daughter threw out the ceremonial 
first pitch. Yankee catcher Jose Molina 
hit the final home run, and Mariano 
Rivera threw the last pitch in front of a 
crowd of 54,610. Team captain Derek 
Jeter went hitless to disappoint the fans 
as the game itself lacked any memorable 
qualities to it. 

As much as it hurts me to say it, 
Yankee Stadium will always be remem- 


but it will always be remembered as the 
location of many great postseason 
games. It would have been fitting to see 
the stadium pose as the forum of a clas- 
sic October showdown, regardless if they 
had won or lost. Just as a way of seeing 
the stadium off in a style it be so accus- 
tomed to. Nevertheless, the Yanks next 
game in the Bronx, and next chance for 
a pennant, won’t be coming until they 
relocate out of “The house that Ruth 
built.” 


Babe Ruth’s 92-year-old daughter throws out the 
ceremonial first pitch at Yankee stadium’s final game. 


still undetermined 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


As of deadline on Monday, 
the baseball playoff picture still 
isn’t complete even though the 
regular season has ended for 28 
of the 30 teams. The Chicago 
White Sox and the Detroit 
Tigers have to make up a game 
that had been postponed earlier 
in the season. The game is cru- 
cial to the future of the White 
Sox who trail the Minnesota 
Twins by a half a game in the 
American League Central 
Division. If the White Sox beat 
the Tigers, it would then force a 
one game playoff with the 
Twins to determine which one 
of them will advance to the post 
season. Last year the Colorado 
Rockies beat the San Diego 
Padres in a one game playoff, 
advancing them to the postsea- 
son and the World Series, which 
they lost to Boston. The most 
interesting part of this one 
game playoff is the pitching 
match up. The White Sox will 
start Gavin Floyd against the 
Tigers’ Freddy Garcia, who 
were traded for each other 21 
months ago. If that doesn’t 


Garcia is able to beat the Sox, 
he’s ultimately ending the sea- 
son for a member of his extend- 
ed family. 

Aside from the A.L. 
Central, the other playoff teams 
are official. The Tampa Bay 
Rays won the A.L. East, so they 
will be playing the winner of 
the White Sox/Twins game. The 
wild card winning Boston Red 
Sox will be taking on the A.L. 
West champion Los Angeles 
Angels of Anaheim, starting 
Wednesday, October | at 10 pm 
eastem time. 

For the second year in a 
row, the National League need- 
ed up until the last day of the 
season to determine who would 
be playing October baseball. 
And for the second year in a 
row, the New York Mets were 
eliminated on the last day when 
they lost to the Florida Marlins. 
The NL East champ 
Philadelphia Phillies will try to 
rally behind N.L. RBI and 
home run leader Ryan Howard 
when they take on the wild card 
winning Milwaukee Brewers in 
the first round. Manny Ramirez 
and the N.L. West winning L.A. 
Dodgers will have to face the 
Central Division winning 
Chicago Cubs if they hope to 
advance into next week. 
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- Career-oriented degree 
programs in business, culinary 
arts, hospitality and technology 
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- Grants, scholarships and 
payment options to fit 


your needs 
+ Hands-on learning from 
+ Johnson & Wales plans 


to award $105 million in 
financial aid in the 2008-2009 
academic year 


industry-experienced faculty 


+ Co-ops and internships built 
into the curriculum 


NECC Athletics 
Announcements 


+ Study abroad opportunities 


+ NCAA sports, Greek life, clubs 
and much more For more information 

contact Jim Richard at 

401-598-2348 or 


jmrichard@admissions.jwu.edu. 


+ Four campuses to choose 


Oct. 1, 4:00 p.m. 
Track and Field meeting. 
All participants welcome. 


from: Providence, Rhode 
Island; North Miami, Florida; 
Denver, Colorado and 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 


Interested in playing women’s 
basketball? Contact Sue — 
MacAvoy at ext. 3820 or 

Coach Motroni at ext. 3821 


JOHNSON & WALES 


UNS V ae = Riso: el ah 


Visit www.jwu.edu for more information 
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Hunter Comack, Vice 
President of Community 
Outreach Group, tends to 
the bake sale to raise 
money for New Orleans 
and and Texas Hurricane 
Relief. 


The Contemporary Affairs Club 
would like to welcome you to join 
them at the following events: 


WED., OCT. 8: Voter registration drive and soapbox: Sign up to vote for the 
November 4 election in the C-building lobby (9 a.m.-2 p.m.) and advocate for your 


favorite causes at the same time. 


WED., OCT. 15: Presidential debate: See NECC professors advocating the posi- 
tions of Obama, McCain, Barr and Nader. Room E-155, 12-1 p.m. 


Featuring Professors: Slaner, Kibbe, Morse and Russell 


